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Abstract 

Rapid advances in digital and emerging technologies have profoundly reshaped the human 

condition, influencing how individuals think, interact, work, and make moral choices. 

Technologies such as artificial intelligence, big data, surveillance systems, and digital 

platforms have created new ethical dilemmas related to privacy, autonomy, inequality, and 

accountability. the relationship between technology, ethics, and the human condition from a 

human science perspective, emphasizing the social, cultural, and psychological dimensions of 

technological change. Drawing on insights from sociology, philosophy, psychology, and 

ethics, the study explores how technological systems shape human values, decision-making, 

and social relations. It highlights concerns such as data exploitation, algorithmic bias, erosion 

of privacy, and the shifting boundaries between human agency and machine control. ethical 

challenges in contemporary society cannot be addressed solely through technical regulation but 

require a deeper understanding of human values, social contexts, and moral responsibility. It 

concludes by emphasizing the need for ethically informed, human-centered approaches to 

technological development that protect human dignity and promote social justice in an 

increasingly technology-driven world. 
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Introduction 

Technological advancement has become one of the defining features of contemporary society, 

shaping nearly every aspect of human life. Digital technologies, artificial intelligence, 

automation, and data-driven systems now influence how people communicate, work, make 

decisions, and understand themselves. While these developments have brought efficiency, 

connectivity, and innovation, they have also raised fundamental ethical questions about the 

impact of technology on the human condition. The concept of the human condition refers to 

the basic features of human existence, including autonomy, dignity, responsibility, and social 

relationships. As technologies increasingly mediate human actions and interactions, these core 

aspects of human life are being redefined. Issues such as surveillance, loss of privacy, 

algorithmic decision-making, and unequal access to technology challenge traditional ethical 

frameworks and demand renewed moral reflection. Ethical concerns surrounding technology 

are not limited to individual behavior but are deeply embedded in social structures and 
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institutional practices. The design and deployment of technological systems often reflect 

economic interests, power relations, and cultural assumptions. As a result, technology can 

reinforce social inequalities, marginalize certain groups, and reduce human agency by shifting 

control to automated systems. Understanding these dynamics requires an interdisciplinary 

human science approach that connects ethical theory with social and psychological analysis.  

emerging ethical challenges related to technology and the human condition in contemporary 

society. By examining the interaction between technological systems, human values, and social 

contexts, it seeks to highlight the importance of ethical responsibility in technological 

development. human-centered perspective is essential for ensuring that technological progress 

enhances human well-being rather than undermines the moral foundations of social life. 

Ethical Foundations in a Technology-Driven Society 

The rapid integration of technology into everyday life has made ethical reflection an essential 

component of contemporary social analysis. In a technology-driven society, ethical foundations 

provide the principles through which human actions, technological design, and institutional 

practices are evaluated. Concepts such as human dignity, autonomy, justice, responsibility, and 

accountability remain central, but they require reinterpretation in light of new technological 

realities. One of the key ethical concerns in a technology-driven society is the preservation of 

human autonomy. Digital systems increasingly guide choices through algorithms, 

recommendations, and automated decision-making. While these systems can enhance 

efficiency and convenience, they may also limit individual freedom by shaping preferences and 

behaviors in subtle ways. Ethical frameworks must therefore address the balance between 

technological assistance and human control, ensuring that individuals retain meaningful agency 

over their lives. Justice and fairness are also fundamental ethical principles challenged by 

technological development. Technologies are often presented as neutral tools, yet they reflect 

the values, assumptions, and interests of their creators. Algorithmic bias, unequal access to 

digital resources, and data-driven discrimination highlight how technology can reproduce or 

intensify existing social inequalities. Ethical foundations demand that technological systems 

be designed and implemented in ways that promote fairness, inclusivity, and equal opportunity. 

Responsibility and accountability form another critical ethical dimension. In complex 

technological systems, it is often unclear who is responsible for harm caused by automated 

decisions or technological failures. This raises questions about moral and legal accountability 

among developers, institutions, and users. A human science perspective emphasizes that ethical 

responsibility cannot be delegated entirely to machines. Instead, it must remain grounded in 

human judgment, social norms, and collective responsibility, ensuring that technological 

progress aligns with fundamental human values and the well-being of society. 

Technology, Power, and Social Control 

Technology has become a central instrument through which power is exercised and social 

control is maintained in contemporary society. Digital infrastructures such as surveillance 

systems, data analytics, and algorithmic governance increasingly influence how populations 
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are monitored, managed, and regulated. These technologies do not operate independently; they 

are embedded within political, economic, and institutional frameworks that shape their purpose 

and use. One important dimension of technological power lies in surveillance. Governments 

and corporations collect vast amounts of personal data through digital platforms, biometric 

systems, and online activity tracking. While such practices are often justified in the name of 

security, efficiency, or personalization, they raise serious concerns about privacy, consent, and 

the normalization of constant monitoring. Continuous surveillance can alter behavior, 

encouraging self-regulation and conformity as individuals become aware that their actions are 

being observed and recorded. Technology also enables more subtle forms of social control 

through algorithms and data-driven decision-making. Algorithmic systems determine access to 

information, employment opportunities, credit, welfare benefits, and even legal outcomes. 

These systems shape social reality by prioritizing certain voices, behaviors, and identities while 

marginalizing others. Because algorithmic processes are often opaque, individuals may have 

limited ability to question or challenge decisions that affect their lives, leading to reduced 

transparency and accountability. From a human science perspective, technology-driven power 

is not only coercive but also productive. It shapes norms, influences desires, and structures 

everyday practices. Social control increasingly operates through convenience, personalization, 

and efficiency rather than direct force. Understanding the relationship between technology, 

power, and social control therefore requires critical attention to who designs technological 

systems, whose interests they serve, and how they reshape human agency. A human-centered 

approach emphasizes the need for democratic oversight, ethical regulation, and public 

awareness to ensure that technological power supports social freedom rather than undermines 

it 

Privacy, Surveillance, and Data Ethics 

Privacy has emerged as one of the most critical ethical concerns in a technology-driven society. 

The widespread use of digital platforms, smart devices, and data-driven systems has led to the 

continuous collection, storage, and analysis of personal information. Everyday activities such 

as communication, shopping, travel, and social interaction generate data trails that are often 

monitored by governments, corporations, and digital intermediaries. This extensive data 

collection challenges traditional understandings of privacy as control over personal 

information. Surveillance has expanded beyond visible monitoring to more subtle and 

pervasive forms. Digital surveillance operates through algorithms, metadata analysis, facial 

recognition, and location tracking, often without explicit awareness or informed consent. While 

surveillance is frequently justified on grounds of security, efficiency, or public interest, it raises 

serious ethical questions about proportionality, transparency, and misuse of power. Persistent 

surveillance can influence behavior by encouraging self-censorship and conformity, thereby 

affecting individual freedom and democratic participation. Data ethics focuses on the moral 

principles governing the collection, use, and governance of data. Key ethical issues include 

informed consent, data ownership, purpose limitation, and accountability. Personal data is 
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often treated as an economic resource, leading to practices such as data commodification and 

behavioral profiling. These practices can undermine individual autonomy, reinforce social 

inequalities, and expose individuals to risks such as discrimination, manipulation, and identity 

theft. From a human science perspective, privacy and data ethics must be understood within 

broader social and institutional contexts. Ethical data governance requires more than technical 

safeguards; it demands respect for human dignity, cultural sensitivity, and social justice. 

Ensuring ethical data practices involves clear regulatory frameworks, organizational 

responsibility, and public awareness. A human-centered approach emphasizes that privacy is 

not merely an individual concern but a collective social value essential for trust, freedom, and 

meaningful participation in contemporary society. 

Conclusion 

The ethical challenges surrounding privacy, surveillance, and data use highlight the profound 

impact of technology on contemporary social life. As digital systems increasingly shape how 

information is collected, processed, and applied, traditional notions of privacy and individual 

control are being redefined. Surveillance practices and data-driven technologies, while often 

justified in the name of security and efficiency, carry significant risks for personal freedom, 

autonomy, and social trust. This discussion underscores that data and surveillance are not 

neutral or purely technical issues. They are embedded within power relations, economic 

interests, and institutional structures that influence how technology is designed and used. 

Without ethical oversight, data practices can lead to exclusion, discrimination, and the 

normalization of constant monitoring, weakening democratic values and individual agency. 

From a human science perspective, addressing these challenges requires a balance between 

technological innovation and ethical responsibility. Strong data governance, transparency, 

informed consent, and accountability are essential for protecting human dignity in a digital 

society. Ultimately, a human-centered ethical framework is necessary to ensure that privacy 

and data practices support social well-being, trust, and freedom rather than undermining the 

moral foundations of contemporary life. 
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